A standardized spectrophotometric assay of endoglycanase activities using dyed, amorphous polysaccharides.
This is a new technique to assay virtually any endoglycanase activity where enough polysaccharide material is available to allow for production of the amorphous, dyed beads used as substrates. It allows for a direct comparison of endoglycanase activities between laboratories since dyed beads from at least the most common polysaccharides such as cellulose, xylan, mannan, and chitin are now under development and will soon be commercially available; cellulose beads already are. It is a very sensitive technique and enzyme activities can be measured using a nonsophisticated spectrophotometer.